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Area  Health  Office, 

2  Mar son  Road 
Clevedon 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1972. 

The  birth  rate  continues  on  its  general  downward  trend,  due  to 
the  various  methods  of  birth  prevention.  The  death  rate  fluctuates 
little,  remaining  slightly  below  trie  national  average. 

The  population  of  the  area  rises  continuously,  even  if  a  little 
erratically,  mainly  due  to  net  immigration. 

With  regal'd  to  infectious  disease,  there  were  still  over  250 
cases  of  measles  notified  during  the  year,  which  means  that  the  measles 
immunisation  programme  is  not  yet  very  effective.  Whilst  measles  is 
not  a  serious  illness  for  the  majority  of  children,  it  does  cause 
complications  such  as  infected  lungs  and  ears  quite  often  and  occasionally 
will  cause  serious  illness  and  rarely,  death. 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  infective  hepatitis  at  a  private  school 
in  the  area  in  the  autumn  term.  The  outbreak  was  controlled  by  giving 
injections  of  protective  proteins  derived  from  human  blood,  to  most  of 
the  children  who  had  not  already  contracted  the  disease  and  to  the  staff 
of  the  school,  '  A  smaller  outbreak  due  to  spread  from  this  school,  affected 
a  County  school  in  the  spring  term  of  1973*  As  the  cases  were  few,  and 
extra  precautions  were  taken,  the  disease  died  out  in  that  school  within 
six  months.. 

In  September,  Mr  L.  Davey  became  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
f 0.11  owing  Mr  B.  Barker's  retirement.  Mr  Barker  was  ill  from  April  1971 
and  died  in  September  1972.  I  found  him  a  most  helpful  colleague  with  a 
long  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  district,  which  helped  me,  particularly 
in  my  earlier  years  in  Long  Ashton. 

In  September  also,  Mr  &.  Edwards  resigned  from  the  Chairmanship  of  the 
Health  committee,  and  I  would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  his  sterling 
qualities  as  a  Chairman. 

With  these  changes  in  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  approach 
of  Local  Government  reorganisation,  it  has  been  a  somewhat  unsettled  year. 
However  the  general  work  of  the  department  has  continued  even  although  some 
things  have  had  to  be  left  undone. 

I  v/.ould  again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  cooperation  of  other  Chief 
Officers  and  their  departments  and  the  guidance  and  support  of  the  Councillors, 

I  beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

V.  N.  BAKER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


-  2  - 


STATISTICAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  ARIA 


General  Statistics  -  1972 


Area 

45,030  acres 

Population  (mid 

year 

estimate) 

42,870 

Area  Comparability  Factors 

Births  -  0.97 

Deaths  -  1,03 

Rateable  Value, 

1st  April  1972 

£1,522 ,449 

Sum  represented  by  a 

Penjr  Rate 

£15,211. 

Vital  Statistics 

for  1972 

Live  Births 

Males 

Famale 

Total  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

349 

15 

316 

11 

estimated  resident 
population  =  16.1 

364 

32  7 

691 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

3 

5 

8  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

still)  births  =  11.0 

Deaths 

209 

210 

419  X  Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 

estimated  resident  population  =9.8 

Illegitimate  live  births 

Rate  per  cent  of  total  live  births  =  4.0 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  =  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 


All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under  4  wee ks  per  1,000 
live  births 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate,  deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  mortality  rate,  stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


(total 

=  9)  - 

13.0 

(total 

=  9)  - 

14.0 

(total 

=  0)  - 

0. 

(total 

=  7)  - 

10.0 

(total 

=  5)  - 

7.0 

(total 

=  13)  - 

19.0 

Vital  Statistics 


19 63  -  1971 


Live  Births 


mate 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the 

xj  '.x  5-  w  -1- 

Year 

Male  Female 

Male  Female 

Total 

Estimated  resident  copulation 

Long  Ashton 

England 

Crude  Ad 'us ted 

&  Wales 

1963 

332 

300 

* 

17  13 

662 

20.7  21.1 

18.2 

1964 

371 

334 

21  14 

740 

22.7  23.1 

18.4 

1965 

349 

308 

12  15 

684 

20.3  19.0 

18.0 

1966 

341 

328 

14  13 

69  6 

19.8  18.8 

17.7 

1967 

327 

336 

11  12 

686 

19.0  18.0 

17.2 

1968 

305 

257 

17  12 

591 

15.8  15.0 

16.9 

1969 

308 

331 

12  11 

662 

17.0  16.8 

16.3 

1970 

302 

296 

17  12 

627 

15.7  15.5 

16.0 

1971 

354 

312 

10  12 

688 

16.4  16.2 

16.0 

1972 

349 

316 

15  11 

691 

16.1  15.6 

14.8 

The  adjus 
comparability 
population  to 
applies  to  the 

ted  birth  rate  is  the 
factor,  which  adjusts 
correspond  with  those 
adjusted  death  rate. 

crude  rate  multiplied  by  the  area 
the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
of  Shgiand  and  Wales.  The  same 

Stillbirths 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths 

Long  Ashton  England  &  Wales 

1963 

1 

6 

7 

10.5 

17.3 

1964 

2 

3 

5 

6.7 

16.4 

1965 

4 

5 

9 

13.0 

15.7 

1966 

3 

4 

7 

10.0 

15.4 

1967 

n 

C- 

4 

6 

9.0 

14.8 

1968 

4 

4 

8 

13.0 

14.0 

1969 

4 

2 

6 

9.0 

13.0 

1970 

4 

2 

6 

9.0 

13.0 

1971 

6 

3 

9 

13.0 

12.0 

1972 

3 

5 

8 

11.0 

12.0 
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Vital  Statistics 


1963  -  1972 


Deaths 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Estimated  Redident  Population 
Long  Ashton  England 

Crude  Adjusted  &  Wales 

1963 

182 

176 

358 

11, 

.2  10.4 

12.2 

1964 

173 

158 

331 

10, 

.1  9.4 

11.3 

1965 

162 

171 

333 

9, 

.8  9.9 

11.5 

1966 

184 

168 

352 

10, 

.0  .  9.8 

11.7 

1967 

184 

162 

346 

9, 

.6  9.3 

11.2 

1968 

174 

158 

CM 

8, 

.9  9.0 

11.9 

1969 

188 

164 

352 

9 

.0  9.5 

11.9 

1970 

206 

•194 

.  400 

10, 

.0  10.7 

11.7 

1971 

189 

186 

375 

8, 

.9  9.5 

11.6 

1972 

209 

210 

419 

9 

H 

• 

O 

<H 

00 

• 

12.1 

Death  Rate  of  all 
infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Death  Rate  under 

4  weeks  of  age  per 
1,000  live  births 

Death  Rate  of  infants 
under  one  week  of  age  and 
stillbirths  per  1,000 

Long 

England- 

Long 

England 

total  live  < 

5:  stillbirths 

Ashton 

&  Wales 

Ashton 

&  Hales 

Long  Ashton 

England  &  Wales 

1963 

1 6.6 

20.9 

13.6 

14.2 

22.4 

29.3 

1964 

3.4 

20.0 

4.0 

13.8 

12.1 

28.2 

1965 

16.0 

19.0 

8.8 

13.0 

18.8 

26.9 

1966 

12.9 

19.0 

5.7 

12.9 

14.2 

26.3 

1967 

9.0 

18.3 

4.4 

12.5 

13.0 

25.4 

1968 

19.0 

18.0 

13.5 

12.3 

25.0 

25.0 

1969 

8.0 

18  .,0 

6.0 

12.0 

13.0 

23.0 

1970 

14.0 

18.0 

10.0 

12.0 

16.0 

23.0 

1971 

12.0 

18.0' 

10.0 

12.0 

23.0 

22.0 

1972 

13.0 

17.0 

10.0 

12.0 

19.0 

22.0 

Causes  of  Death 
Continued 


Sex 


Cerebrovascular  M 

Disease  F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Circulatory  System  F 

Influenza  M 

F 

Pneumonia  M 

F 


Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  M 

F 


Asthma  M 

F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Respiratory  System  F 

Peptic  Ulcer  M 

F 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  M 

F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Digestive  System  F 

Nephritis  and  M 

Nephrosis  F 

Other  Diseases,  M 

Genito-urinary  System  F 

Diseases  of  M 

Musculo- skeletal  system  F 

Congenital  Anomalies  M 

F 

Birth  Injury,  M 

Difficult  labour  etc.  F 

Other  Causes  of  M 

Perinatal  Mortality  F 

Symptoms  and  HI  M 

Defined  Conditions  F 

Motor  Vehicle  M 

Accidents  F 

All  other  Accidents  M 

F 

Suicide  and  Self-  M 

inflicted  Injuries  F 

All  other  External  M 

Causes  F 

Total  All  Causes  M 

F 


Total  Under  4  Weeks 

all  4  &  under  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 

Ages  Weeks  1  year 


19 

30 

6 

13 

1 


-  -  -  3  5  11 

-  -  1  3  6  20 

-  -  -  132 

-1-228 

-  -  -  -  -  1 


15 

29 

12 

6 


1 

4 

1 

1 

2 


2  13 
7  21 

3  6 
3  2 


2 

2 

4 

1 


1 


1 

1 


1 

3 


1 


2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 
3 

2 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 


1 

1 

3 

1 


1 


1 


1 


111 


1 

1 

1 


-  1 
1 


2 

1 . 
2 

4 


209  5 

210  2 


1  13  12 
1  12  12 


7  5  39  57  88. 
4  13  19  43  122 
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XONO  ASHTON  -_  3.972 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Total  Under  4  weeks ' 

Sex  all  4  &  under  1-  5-  15-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 

Ages  Weeks  1  year 


Enteritis  and  other  M 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  F 

Other  Infective  and  M 

Parasitic  Diseases  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Buccal  cavity  etc  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Stomach  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Intestine  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Lung,  Bronchus  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  M 

Breast  F 


Malignant  Neoplasm, uterus  F 

Malignant  Neoplasm, prostate  M 

Leukaemia  M 

'  F 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  M 


F 

Benign  and  Unspecified  M 

Neoplasms  F 

Diabetes  Mellitus  •  M 

F 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  M 

Diseases  F 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  M 

etc .  F 

Mental  Disorders  M 

F 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Nervous  System  F 

Chronic  Rheumatic  M 

Heart  Disease  F 

Hypertensive  Disease  M 

F 

Ischaemic  Heart  M 

Disease  F 

Other  Forms  of  M 

Heart  Disease  F 


1 

1 


1 

1 

7 

4 

5 

10 

20 

4 

1 

8 

1 

7 

2 

11 

11 

1 


1 

1 


1 


1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

1 

61 

44 

7 

8 


1 


1 


-1-3 

1  -  -  1 

--22 

-116 

--89 

-  -  ~  3 

-  1 

-  4  3  1 


2 

1 


2 

1 

2 

3 

1 


1 

5 

1 


-  3 

1 


-  4  3  1 

2  5  12 

-  ‘  -  -  1 


1 


1 


1 


2 


1 


1 

1  -  -  -  1  1 

-  -  -  2  -  - 

1  -  1 

-  -  -  1  -  2 

3  12  19  27 

-  -  118  34 

-  -  -  -  3.  5 

_  _  -  -  -  8 
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POPULATION 


Census  1961 
Census  1971 


Population  29,30 4 
Population  42,005 


Year  Estimate  mid-year  Total  increase  from  Natural  Net 


populate  on_ previous  year  increase  Immigration 


1963 

31,850 

1,240 

304 

936 

1964 

32,660 

810 

409 

401 

1965 

33,680 

1,020 

351 

669 

1966 

35,060 

1,380 

344 

1,036 

196? 

36,070 

1,010 

340 

670 

1968 

37,430 

1,360 

259 

1,101 

1969 

39,000 

1,570 

310 

1,260 

1970 

39,960 

960 

227 

773 

1971 

41,970 

2,010 

313 

1,697 

1972 

42,870 

900 

272 

628 

NOT 

IFIABLE  DISEASES 

1963 

1964 

1963 

1966  1967 

1968 

1969  1970 

-19.71  . 

1972 

Measles 

517 

104 

607 

246  850 

132 

98 

615 

276 

266 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

29 

43 

•  19  22 

21 

10 

6 

8 

7 

Dysentery 

3 

6 

6 

6  23 

12 

43 

7 

18 

26 

V/hooping  ©  ugh 

86 

22 

31 

12  34 

44 

1 

4 

36 

- 

Acute  Primary  Fneumonia- 

3 

O 

Cm 

4  3 

1 

not 

noti 

fiable 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

T 

tfa 

—  - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

- 

3 

8 

4  2 

1 

not. 

notifiable 

Pood  poisoning 

- 

2 

17 

4  14 

7 

13 

10 

12 

12 

Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

- 

7 

6 

5  2 

— 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Non-re  3  pira  tory 

2 

1 

•  2  1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

1 

-  - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

Typhoid  fever 

- 

3 

- 

-  - 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexia  - 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Not 

notifiable 

Infective  Jaundice 

12 

51 

73 

3 

46 

Acute  meningitis 

- 

- 

-  — 

- 

2 

- 

2 

Mala  r ia 

» 

— 

— 

—  _ 

9mm 

— 

— 

1 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Long  Ashton  Rural  District  Council, 
Council  Offices, 

Flax  Bourton, 

Bristol,  BS19  3QH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1972. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  environmental 
health  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  Year  1972,  and  also  on 
the  duties  I  am  responsible  for  as  Improvements  Officer  (Standard 
Grants)  and  Petroleum  Officer. 

Having  only  taken  over  my  duties  in  September  I  have  had  to  rely  on 
the  staff  for  statistics  and  information,  and  I  am  particularly 
indebted  to  Mr.  Hitchcock  for  his  work  in  this  respect. 

I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of'  Health,  the  Chief  Officers  and  staff  of  other  departments 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am  also  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  for  their  interest  and  support. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your /obedient  servant, 

<yfS> 


CHIEI-yPUBLIC-  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


PUBLIC  SUPPLY: 

The  public  water  supply  to  the  district  is  controlled  by  the 
Bristol  Waterworks  Company  and  the  sources  are  the  Barrow  Treatment 
Works,  Chelvey  borehole  and  Carters  Spring.  The  number  of  supplies 
at  31st  December,  1972  were  as  follows :- 


Measured. 


Unmeasured. 


Council  Houses.  Total. 


704 


11,984 


2,399 


15,087 


Routine  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  gave  the  following 
results: - 


SAMPLED 

BY 

RAW  WATER 

TREATED  AFTER  GOING  INTO  SUPPLY 

Long 

Ashton 

R.D.C. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

CHEMICAL 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

CHEMICAL 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

- 

— 

— 

- 

15 

- 

— 

— 

Bristol 

Water¬ 

works 

Company 

- 

* 

111 

53 

- 

132 

® 

8 

58 

— 

* 

There  is  no  accepted  bacteriological  standard  for  raw  waters  as  all 
samples  showed  xhe  presence  of  faecal  or  non— faecal  coliforms  these  are 
reported  as  unsatisfactory,, 


0 

These -unsatisfactory  samples  were  obtained  largely  from  Dundry  tank 
reservoir  where  repairs  to  the  roof  have  been  made.  Other  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  from  Carters  Spring  source  and  were  due  to  chlorination 
failure. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number  of 
the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains,  (i)  direct  to  the  houses 
and  (ii)  by  means  of  standpipes,  in  respect  of  each  parish. 


Number 


Pari sh 

Acres 

Number 

of 

Houses 

Approx 

Population 

at 

31.12.72 

of  houses 
supplied 
direct 
from  mains 

Estimate 
Popln. 
Supplied 
direct . 

Abbots  Leigh 

2,260 

266 

905 

261 

893 

Backwell 

2,929 

1  ,432 

4,450 

1,428 

4,447 

Barrow  Gurney 

2,064 

111 

410 

106 

405 

Brockley 

1,148 

95 

275 

92 

263 

Clapton-in-Gordano  1,355 

110 

370 

110 

368 

Cleeve 

1 ,013 

318 

1,035 

311 

1 ,018 

Dun dry 

2,598 

294 

995 

287 

975 

Easton-in-Gordano 

1,864 

1  ,811 

5,450 

1,805 

5,427 

Flax  Bourton 

630 

163 

500 

160 

490 

Kenn 

830 

87 

285 

84 

283 

Kingston  Seymour 

2,652 

77 

240 

74 

230 

Long  Ashton 

4,018 

1 ,626 

5,280 

1 ,622 

5,272 

Nailsea 

2,866 

3,339 

9,100 

3,337 

9,094 

North  Weston 

1  ,063 

1 ,009 

2,900 

992 

2,844 

Port bury 

2,845 

278 

o 

-vt- 

CO 

273 

813 

Tickenham 

1 ,629 

310 

1,105 

306 

1,095 

Walton-in-Gordano 

908 

102 

270 

102 

268 

Weston-in-Gordano 

o 

00 

79 

265 

75 

255 

Winford 

3,340 

598 

1,875 

587 

LT\ 

00 

Wraxall 

4,125 

681 

2,030 

678 

2,020 

Yatton 

4,185 

1,930 

5,800 

1,921 

5,790 

45,030 

14,716 

44,380 

14,61 1 

44,103 

Supplied 

from 

Standpines 
Houses.  Pop. 


17 


11 


19 


1 0A  - 


The  chemical  analyses  showed  that  the  waters  from  all  sources  were  of 
satisfactory  chemical  purity,  and  were  as  follows:- 


RESULTS 

S 

0  U  R  0  E. 

BARROW 

CHELVEY 

CARTERS  SPRING 

Total  solids 

246 

398 

410 

Chloride  as  Cl 

19 

25 

24 

Nitrate  as  N 

1.5 

5.0 

6.7 

Nitrite  as  N 

0.001 

<  0.001 

<  0.001 

Saline  Ammonia  as  N 

0.007 

0.006 

0.003 

Oxygen  absorbed 

3  hrs  at  37° C 

•  0.60 

0.06 

0.03 

Total  hardness  as 

CaCcu 

3 

200 

206 

356 

Calcium  as  CaCo-, 

3 

164 

174 

281 

Magnesium  as  CaCo^ 

36 

32 

75 

Alkalinity  as  CaCo_ 

169 

281 

305  • 

pH 

8.0 

7.3 

7.3 

Sulphate  as  SO 4 

35 

40 

43 

Sodium  as  Na 

9.3 

87.0 

12.3 

Potassium  as  K 

2.7 

1.5 

2.5 

Silica  as  SiO^ 

4.4 

5.8 

5.9 

Iron  as  Fe 

<  0.01 

0.06 

<  0.01 

Manganese  as  Mn 

<  0.01 

<  0.01 

<  0.01 

Fluoride  as  F 

<  0.1 

• 

o 

V 

<  0.1 

Phosphate  as  Po . 

4 

0.30 

- 

— 

DR INKING  WATERS  IN  SOMERSET . 

A  letter  was  received  in  July  from  The  Clerk  of  the  County  Council 
concerning  the  sampling  of  water  from  household  taps  by  Local 
Authorities.  This  matter  had  been  considered  by  the  County  Health 
Committee  who  had  been  presented  with  a  schedule  showing  the  number 
of  samples  submitted  by  Local  Authorities  for  bacteriological  examination. 
This  showed  a  considerable  variation  in  the  number  of  samples  submitted 
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by  different  Local  Authorities,  and  the  recommended  number  of  samples 
based  on  population  from  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security. 
The  Committee  felt  that  it  was  not  sufficient  for  Local  Authorities  to 
rely  almost  entirely  on  the  testing  conducted  by  the  Water  Authorities 
in  the  County,  and  that  those  district  Councils  who  had  not  made 
arrangements  for  a  regular  programme  of  bacteriological  sampling  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Department  of  Health  and 
Social  Security  should  be  urged  to  do  so.  The  recommended  number  of 
samples  for  the  rural  district  is  108  and  in  the  previous  year  no 
samples  had  been  taken.  A  programme  of  sampling  was  started  immediately 
and  will  be  continued. to  meet  the  recommendation. 

The  letter  also  pointed  out  the  need  for  the  sampling  of  water  for 
chemical  analysis  especially  in  connection  with  metallic  contamination, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  County  Public  Analyst  to  submit 
20  samples  each  year  starting  in  February,  1973. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  321  dwellings  in  the  rural  district  which 
are  not  on  the  main  public  supply.  Included  in  this  figure  are  those 
dwellings  on  an  Estate,  the  water  supply  to  which  is  from  a  spring  source 
and  this  is  being  specially  investigated. 

30  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  of  these  6 
proved  satisfactory  and  24  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  24  unsatisfactory  samples 
4  were  taken  from  a  spring  supply  to  one  house  and  20  from  the  Estate. 

Action  is  being  taken  to  provide  a  satisfactory  supply  of  wholesome  water 
to  the  house,  and  investigation  of  the  Estate  water  supply  is  continuing. 

Seven  dwellinghouses  were  provided  with  mains  water  supply  in  substitution 
for  a  private  supply  during  the  Year,  and  3  wells  were  closed. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Parishes  with  Main  Drainage  and 

Efficient  Disposal  Systems 

Backwell,  excluding  Backwell  Common  and  Downside. 

Cleeve,  excluding  eastern  portion  of  parish. 

Long  Ashton  excluding  Leigh  Woods. 

Flax  Bourton. 

Easton-in-Gord£^no . 

Nailsea,  excluding  West  End  and  the  South-eastern  area  towards  Backwell. 
North  Weston. 

Clapton-in-Gordano . 

Port bury 

Winford.  Excluding  Ridgehill. 
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Yatton,  excluding  Lower  Claverham  and  North  End  area 


Wraxall,  Sixty  Acres. 

Schemes  Completed. 

Easton-in-Gordano  -  Ham  Green  extension  £5,700 

Yeo  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  -  Contract  1  £1,450,000 

Easton-in-Gordano  - 

Service  Area  Sewer  Extension  £15,000 

Schemes  in  Progress 


Yeo  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  - 

Contract  2  -  Sewage  Treatment  Works, 

Kingston  Seymour  £1 ,300,000 

Contract  4  -  Village  Drainage 

Kingston  Seymour  £1 ,000,000 

Yatton 

Flax  Bourton 

Barrow  Gurney 

Tickenham 

Cleeve 

Che Ivey 

Future  proposals 


Dundry  Foul  Sewerage  Scheme  £96,000 

Leigh  Woods  Foul  Sewerage  -  Stage  II  £90,000 

Gordano  Valley  Main  Drainage  Scheme  - 
covering  Easton-in-Gordano,  Portbury, 

North  Weston  including  Portishead,  £2,250,000 

Abbots  Leigh,  Walton-in-Gordano, 

Weston-in-Gordano,  Clap ton-in- Gordano . 

Redcliffe  Bay  Foul  Relief  Sewer  ‘  £70,000 

Long  Ashton  Foul  Relief  Sewer  £16,000 

Backwell  Downside  Foul  Sewer  £85,000 

Conservancy  Systems 


The  number  of  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  on  the  Council’s  records  is 
now  just  under ',1  , 410.  1,350  or  so  loads  were  removed  from  household 

premises  at  a  charge  of  £1.00  per  load  or  at  £3.00  per  load  if  a  public 
sewer  is  available.  142  loads  were  removed  from  business  premises  at 
a  charge  of  £3.00  per  hour. 

The  number  of  dwellings  relying  on  pail  closet  accommodation  is  estimated 
to  be  190. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Rpfuse  Collection 

The  Council  employ  5  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  provide  a  weekly 
collection  of  domes bic  refuse  throughout  the  district.  Trade  refuse 
is  collected  on  a  chargeable  basis  using  in  the  main  bulk  refuse 
containers.  A  number  of  such  containers  are  sited  throughout  the 
district  for  casual  use  by  residents  and  persons  travelling  through 
the  district. 

Refu s e  Discos al 


Both  Domestic  and  Trade  refuse  disposal  is  by  way  of  controlled  tipping 
at  the  two  tips  in  the  district  one  of  which  is  now  onlyrvery  occasionally 
used. 

Civic  Amenities  Act  1967 


The  Council  provide  free  disposal  facilities  to  persons  bringing  old 
vehicles  and  other  bulk  refuse  to  the  Weston  tip  and  the  Depot  at  Backwell. 
There  is  also  a  special  collection  for  bulky  items  of  refuse. 


HOUSING 


Dwellings  Provided  during  1972 


Houses 

erected 

Houses  in  course 

Gained  from 

Lost  from 

durin 

g  vear 

of  erection 

conversion  of 

conversion 

For  slum 
clearance 

For  other 
purposes 

For  slum  For  other 

clearance  purposes 

large  houses 
into  flats  or 
dwel lings 

of  two  or 
more  house; 
to  one 

Local 

Athority 

98 

— 

62 

~ 

- 

Private 

Enterprise  - 

424 

— 

572 

3 

— 

Number  of  Houses  Erected:  Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 
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1962 

27 

435 

1963 

48 

375 

1964 

75 

472 

1965 

23 

411 

1966 

50 

440 

1967 

13 

378 

1968 

118 

450 

1969 

77 

505 

1970 

28 

394 

1971 

91 

345 

1972 

98 

424 

H 


The  number  of  post-war  houses  erected  since  1st  April,  1945:- 

By  Local  Authority  -  2,108  By  Private  Enterprise  -  7,059 

Old  Peonies  Dwellings 


Number  erected 

to  51/12/72 

Number  in  course 

of  erection 

With  County 

Without  County 

With  County 

Without  County 

Council  Aid 

Council  Aid 

Council  Aid 

Council  Aid 

152 

118 

— 

20 

Future  Housing 

Programme: 

1975 

-  82 

1974 

-  105 

Houses  Required: 


a: 

)  To  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition 

— 

52 

(ii 

l  To  abate  overcrowding 

- 

0 

(ill; 

1  For  other  purposes 

- 

226 

(±v: 

1  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  year 

— 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases 

— 

76 

(b)  Applications  for  Old  People's  Dwellings 

— 

109 

(c)  Others 

— 

41 

Total  applications 

- 

226 

(v)  Total  number  of  council  houses  sold  during  year 

- 

1 

Number  of  Dwellings  in  the  District 

As  at 

51st  December  1971  -  Local  Authority 

2,564 

Private  Enterprise 

— 

1 1  . 829 

Totals 

— 

14,195 

Gained  by  conversion  and  erected  -  Local  Authority 

— 

98 

'Private  Enterprise 

— 

427 

Totals 

— 

525 

14,718 

Less  houses  demolished,  closed 

14 

14,704 

Total 

number  of  permanent  dwellings  as  at  the  51st  December, 

1972: 

Local  Authority 

— 

2,461 

Private  Enterprise 

— 

12,245 

14,704 
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The  number  of  dwellings  at  the  end  of  each  year  since  1962  is  as  follows 


Local  Authority  Private  Enterprise 


1962  • 

1,835 

8,241 

1963 

1,883 

8,600 

1964 

1,958 

9,046 

1965 

1  ,981 

9,448 

1966 

2,031 

9,386 

1967 

2,048 

10,250 

1968 

2,166 

10,679 

1969 

2,243 

1 1 , 1 73 

1970 

2,273 

11,489 

1971 

2,364 

11,829 

1972 

2,461 

12.243 

Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  officially  represented  under 
Section  16  of  the  Act  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  incapable  of  repair  at 
reasonable  expense  -  4 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  under  Section  17  -  4 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  closed  under  Section  17  -  1 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  made  fit  as  a  result  of 
formal  action  under  Sections  9  or  1 6  or 
by  informal  action  by  the  Department  -  3 

In  addition  to  the  houses  lost  by  the  above  demolition  and  closures, 
four  dwellings  were  demolished  to  enable  sites  to  be  redeveloped.  Also 
5  dwellings  were  demolished  in  connection  with  the  Redcliffe  Bay 
redevelopment . 


Housing  Act  1969 

(i)  House  Improvements  -  The  number  of  applications  received 
for  grant  aid  under  the  Act  was  as  follows 


Received 

.Approved 

Alp  pi  i-  No.  of 

Appli--  No.  of 

cations  Dwellings 

cations  Dwellings 

Improvement 

Grants 

80 

81 

72 

73 

Standard 

» 

Grants 

15 

15 

14 

14 

Special 

Grants 

(ii)  Qualification  Certificates  - 


During  the  year  15  applications  were  received  under  the  Act 
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for  a  Qualification  Certificate,  certifying  that  the  dwelling 
is  provided  with  all  the  standard  amenities  and  is  in  a  good 
state  of  repair,  to  enable  the  owner  to  apply  to  the  Rent 
Officer  for  the  registration  of  a  fair  rent.  In  eleven  cases 
the  dwellings  were  found  to  satisfy  the  qualifying  conditions 
prescribed  by  the  Act  and  the  appropriate  certificates  were 
issued.  The  Qualification  Certificates  were  issued  in  the 
remaining  four  c  ases  after  work  had  been  carried  out  on  the 
dwellings  to  enable  them  to  satisfy  the  qualifying  conditions. 


SLUMS  AND  OLDER  HOUSING  -  AN  OVERALL  STRATEGY: 

In  May  Circular  50/72  was  issued  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment  urging 
Local  Authorities  to  make  a  decisive  drive  on  slums  and  older  housing  with 
the  aim  of  bringing  the  total  housing  stock  to  the  12-point  improvement  grant 
standard  by  1982.  The  Secretary  of  State  required  Local  Authorities  to  inform 
him  of  the  present  state  of  their  older  housing  stock  and  of  local  housing 
need  and  to  provide  an  outline  of  the  strategy  to  be  followed  in  dealing  with 
it. 

Staff  resources  did  not  allow  a  sample  house  condition  survey  to  be  carried 
out,  but  an  appraisal  of  the  condition  of  housing  stock  was  made.  This  showed 
that  there  were  93  unfit  dwellings  and  1,043  dwellings  which,  although  were  not 
unfit,  were  not 'up  to  the  12-point  standard  laid  down  in  the  Improvement  Grant 
Scheme. 

No  difficulties  were  envisaged  in  dealing  with  the  unfit  dwellings  within  the 
period  of  5  ~  10  years,  but  with  the  average  number  of  Improvement  and  Standard 
Grants  approved  annually  over  the  past  three  years  being  67  it  was  obvious  that 
this  number  must  be  increased  to  deal  with  the  1 ,043  dwellings  not  up  to  the 
12-point  standard  by  1982c  The  local  strategy  which  was  adopted  was  for  more 
publicity  to  be  given  to  the  Grant  scheme,  with  owners  of  dwellings  encouraged 
to  make  applications  -for  grant  aid  when  such  houses  were  discovered,  and  with 
the  emphasis  being  placed  on  rented  property. 


FOOD  CONTROL 


Food  Hygiene 


The  numbers  and  types  of  premises  in  the  district  which  are  subject  to 
inspection  and  control  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 
are  as  follows :- 


v 


Catering  Establishments  14 
Bakehouses  9 
Licenced  Premises  and  Clubs  64 
Food  Shops  103 


Total  Premises  193 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  throughout  the  year  and  in  all  cases 
where  contraventions  were  found,  the  occupier's  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
Regulations  by  informal  notice  and  improvements  were  effected.  Plans  of  new 
food  premises  and  of  alterations  to  existing  food  premises  in  various  parts 
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of  the  distract  were  checked  by  this  Department  for  compliance  with  the 
structural  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  and 
comments  made  or  advice  given. 


Food  Complaints 

A  total  of  eight 
were  as  follows:- 

Nature  of  Comply 

Insects  in  flour 


Insects  in  flour 

Stale  mouldy  pie 


Unsound  pies. 


Foreign  body  in 
loaf. 


complaints  was 


received  by  the  Department  in 


Analyst's  Report  or 
Result  of  Investigation. 


Examination  of  this  sample, 
by  visual  and  microscopic 
means,  has  shorn  it  to  be 
entirely  free  from  any  Urm 
of  mite  infestation  and  to 
be  of  satisfactory  condition 
and  nature. 

The  insects  were  identified 
as  Pscocaptera  (booklice) 
which  are  not ' regarded  as 
flour  pests  but  are  frequently 
found  in  warehouses  and  stores. 

.Pie  had  been  kept  for  sale  by  the 
proprietor  of  an  Inn  much 
longer  than  it  should  have 
been.  Delivery  dates  were 
checked  with  the  manufacturer 
from  the  code  on  the  wrapper. 

Judged  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


The  sample  consisted  of  a 
piece  of  stale  crust  from  a 
white  loaf.  Just  under  the 
crust  and  embedded  in  the 
white  crumb  a  mass  of  dis¬ 
coloured  matter  was  visible, 
mainly  brown  in  colour  with 
some  dark  small  pieces  of 
matter,  all  of  which  were 
very  hard  in  texture. 
Microscopic  examination 
showed  the  matter  to  consist 
of  wheat  structures  with  no 
rodent  hairs  or  other 
features  which  might  suggest 
rodent  droppings.  In  my 
opinion,  this  matter  is  more 
in  keeping  with  discoloured 
wheat  germ  or  seed. 
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1972.  These 

Action  Taken 

No  further 
action. 


Warning  letter  to 
the  manufacturers. 


Vendor  warned  and 
advised  to  pay  more 
attention  to  stock 
rotation. 


Pies  seized  under 
Section  9  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act, 

1955  and  condemned 
by  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  Legal 
proceedings  under 
Section  8  instituted 
which  were  pending 
at  the  end  of  the  yea 

No  further  action. 


Insects  in  loaf. 


Foreign  body  in  loaf. 


Foreign  matter  in 
rissoles 


The  sample  consisted  of  three  Strong  warning  letter 
thick  slices  of  white  bread,  to  the  Bakery, 

with  one  separate  small  piece 
from  the  crumb.  Examination 
showed  the  presence  of  dark 
foreign  matter  embedded  in  the 
crumb,  and,  in  two  places,  the 
presence  of  two  winged  insects 
was  confirmed  by  microscopic 
examination.  The  bodies  of  the 
insects- had  been  partially  de¬ 
hydrated  and  they  were  very 
firmly  attached  to  the  surrounding 
crumb  of  the  bread. 


The  sample  consisted  of  a  number  Warning  letter  to 

of  small  hard  dark-coloured  Bakery. 

fragments  contained  in  folded 

paper  tissue.  Microscopic 

examination  has  shown  them  to 

consist  of  slightly  discoloured 

wheat  starch,  with  no  evidence 

of  the  presence  of  mould  or 

grease  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 

that  they  consist  of  a  small 

amount  of  slightly  dirty  bread 

dough. 


Examination  showed  that  one  of  No  further  action. 

the  rissoles  contained  a  piece 

of  plastic.  This  was  identified 

by  the  manufacturer  as  a  piece  of 

f'lo-wrap  film  used  to  wrap  the 

rissoles. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  110  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  ice-cream,  there  being  no  premises  registered  for  its  manufacture.  52  of 
these  premises  were  included  in  the  premises  inspected  under  the  food  hygiene 
regulations . 

Eleven  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
bacteriological  examination,  five  were  graded  Grade  2,  five  Grade  3  and  one 
Grade  4.  The  worst  samples  were  of  soft  ice  cream  produced  by  a  Bristol 
manufacturer  and  results  were  forwarded  to  the  Bristol  Public  Health  Department 
for  follow-up  action  to  be  taken. 


Milk, 

v 

Milk  &  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959. 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  -  54 

Number  of  Registered  Dairy'  Premises  -  3 

(other  than  Dairy  Farms) 

No  new  notices  were  served  under  Regulation  20  requiring  the  heat  treatment  of 
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milk  which  is  infected  with  disease  commimi cable  to  man.  The  notice  served 
on  Messrs.  N.L.  Reeves  and  Sons,  Home  Farm,  Backwell  Hill  on  6th  November,  1970 
remained  in  force  throughout  1972. 

Following  a  report  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  that  milk  samples  from 
eight  cows  on  one  farm  had  proved  positive  in  four  cases  to  the  Brucella 

Ring  Test  and  three  of  these  were  positive  on  culture,  consideration  was 

given  to  serving  a  notice  under  Regulation  20.  Investigation  showed  that 
surplus  milk  was  treated  by  Bristol  Daisies  and  clotted  or  scalded  cream 
produced  on  the  farm  for  re-sale.  The  farmer  was  most  co-operative  and  had 
blood  samples  taken  with  a  view  to  joining  the  Brucellosis  eradication  scheme. 

His  method  of  scalding  the  cream  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  which  accounted 

for  the  poor  bacteriological  grading  of  cream  samples  taken.  After  advice  he 
decided  to  instal  a  modem  scalding  plant,  and  as  any  milk  for  sale  was  heat 
treated  no  notice  under  Regulation  20  was  served.  He  was  advised  also  to  make 
sure  that  any  milk  for  consumption  on  the  farm  was  boiled  until  such  time  as  his 
herd  was  free  from  brucella. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963 

80  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  by  the  County  Health  Department 
with  the  following  results:- 


Satisfactory 
Phosphatase  and 
Methylene  Blue 
tests. 

Satisfactory 
Phosphatase  Test. 

Satisfactory 
Methylene  Blue 

Test . 

Unsatisfactory 
Methylene  Blue 
Test . 

76 

1 

1 

2 

In  addition  samples  of  other  special  designated  milks  were  taken  with  the  following 
results :~ 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  Milk  -  4  samples  all  satisfactory. 

Untreated  Milk  -13  samples  -  8  of  which  were  satisfactory 

and  5  unsatisfactory. 


Meat  inspection 

Food  &  Drucs  Act,  1979. 

Slaughterhouse  Act.  1938. 

v 

One  private  wholesale  slaughterhouse  is  licenced.  Since  61  when  it  was  first 
licenced  the  throughput  has  increased  steadily,  until  it  is  now  double  that 
of  ten  years  ago. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  the  different  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  each  year  since  1963:- 


Year 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Carcasses 

1963 

1  ,854 

214 

510 

3,849 

5,509 

11,936 

1964 

2,289 

891 

384 

5,955 

6, 562 

16,081 

1965 

2,356 

1 ,004 

368 

5,321 

7,193 

16,342 

1966 

2,349 

1,265 

428 

6,696 

8,113 

18,852 

1967 

2,430 

1 ,046 

699 

7,396 

8,220 

19,791 

1968 

2,493 

1  ,27  6 

886 

7,268 

8,520 

20,443 

1969 

2,456 

1,197 

692 

4,829 

9,472 

18,646 

1970 

2,811 

1 ,072 

510 

5,070 

9,285 

18,748 

1971 

2,926 

1 ,185 

291 

5,671 

11,569 

21  ,642 

1972 

2,689 

1  ,360 

193 

7,220 

11,793 

23,255 

Carcasses  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in 

whole  or 

in  part  during  year 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

Number  killed 

2,689 

1 ,360 

193 

7,220 

11,793 

Number  inspected 

2,689 

1 ,360 

193 

7,220 

11,793 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

V/hole  carcasses  condemned 

6 

4 

6 

8 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

415 

452 

— 

82 

391 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

1.54 

3.3 

2.02 

1.13 

3.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

V 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

Carcasses  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

.15 

21 


Cattle  '  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  H0rses. 

Cows  Lambs 


Cys  biccrcosis 

Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcasses  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


Weight  of  Meat  condemned 

(in  Ibsc)  for:- 


(a) 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

— 

— 

164 

— 

(b) 

Cysticercosis 

— 

- 

— 

•  — 

— 

— 

(c) 

Other 

5,234 

4,495 

172 

416 

1521 

- 

Total  (in  lbs. )  condemned 

5,234 

4,495 

172 

416 

1685 

The  income  derived  from  charges  for  meat  inspection  during  the  Year  was  £1,629.97p. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1998. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1998 

Six  slaughtermen  were  granted  the  renewal  of  their  licences  to  slaughter  cattle, 
sheep,  swine  and  goats,  by  means  of  a  captive  bolt  humane  killer  or  electrolethaler . 

As  the  Council  have  no  permanent  representative  at  the  Slaughterhouse  supervision 
can  only  be  exercised  spasmodically  when  meat  inspection  is  being  carried  out 
and  by  intermittent  visits  when  other  duties  allow.  No  contraventions  of  the 
Regulations  were  observed  at  these  times. 


The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1998,  1959  and  1966 

The  Heat  (sterilization)  Regulations  1969 

One  special  inspection  was  carried  out  on  the  slaughterhouse  in  October  with 
the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Twelve  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  were  noted  and  the  Licensees  were 
required  to  deal  with  them. 

It  was  considered  that  Regulation  3  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations, 
1958  requiring  a  slaughterhouse  to  be  arranged  so  as  to  provide  adequate  space 
and  facilities  for  the  efficient  performance  of  meat  inspection  was  not 
satisfied.  This  was  because  there  was  no  accommodation  for  the  Meat  Inspectors 
to  store  their  equipment  and  protective  clothing,  or  compile  their  reports. 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Licensees  to  allocate  a  portion  of  a  new 
extension  which  was  being  constructed  and  this  was  adapted  for  the  use  of 
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the  Meat  Inspectors. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1950 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 

Under  delegated  powers  from  the  Somerset  County  Council  nine  boiling  plants 
were  licenced. 

Routine  inspections  have  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year  to  ensure 
that  they  were  being  operated  satisfactorily,  with  particular  regard  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  plant  to  provide  a  sterilised  swill  and  the  adequacy  of 
the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  re-contamination. 


Foodstuffs  Condemned  and  Voluntarily  Surrendered 

During  the  Year  1540. lbs.  of  food  was  inspected,  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered  for  disposal  by  the  Council. 

The  majority  of  this  food  was  from  frozen  food  display  cabinets  which  had 
breakdowns,  and  in  such  cases  the  foodstuffs  gradually  thaw  out,  become  soft 
and  cannot  be  re-frozen  without  considerable  loss  of  quality  or  danger  of 
decomposition. 


CLEM  AIR 


Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968 


During  the  Year  eight  notifications  were  received  under  Section  3  of  the 
1956  Act  concerning  the  proposed  installation  of  new  furnace  and  boiler  plant, 
and  all  applications  were  granted.  These  were  as  follows :- 


1.  B.R.I.  -Incinerator  ■ 

2.  New  Boilers 

3.  New  Boiler  for  block 

curing  unit 

4.  New  Boiler  for 

heating  unit  in 
aggregate  batching 
house 

5.  New  Boilers 

6.  New  Boiler 

7.  New  Boilers 

8.  Incinerator 


Farleigh  Hospital. 

Barrow  Gurney  Hospital 

Stancombe  Quarry,  Flax  Bourton. 


Coles  Quarry,  Backwell 
Backwell  Swimming  Pool 
South  Bank  Nurseries 
Gordano  Service  Station 

Golden  Valley  Veterinary  Surgery,  Nailsea. 


All  the  above,  with  the  exception  of  No. 7  involved  an  application  under 
Section  6  of  the  1968  Act  for  approval  of  the  chimney  heights,  and  all  were 
approved  without  alterations  to  proposals  being  required. 


Application  regarding  the  B.R.I.  incinerator  at  Farleigh  Hospital  (No.l)  also 
involved  the  approval  of  the  grit  and  dust  arrestment  plant  under  Section  3 
of  the  1968  Act.  The  proposals  were  approved  without  alterations  being 
required  to  the  proposals. 


Environmental  problems  connected  with  the  quarrying  industry  continue  with 
regard,  i ;o  the  emission  of  grit  and  dust.  In  particular,  many  complaints  were 
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received  concerning  the  asphalt  plant  at  Black  Rock  Quarry,  North  Y/eston 
and  Longwood  Quarry,  Pailand.  As  both  were  scheduled  processes  since 
July  3.971  within  the  scope  of  the  Alkali  and  Works  Regulations  Act  1906, 
close  liaison  with  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  was  maintained. 

So  far  as  the  asphalt  plant  at  Black  Rock  Quarry  was  concerned  this  was 
not  a  new  one,  and  also  a  portable  one  producing  asphalt  for  use  on  motorway 
construction.  It  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country  and  in  consequence 
of  this  and  its  portability  was  not  completely  dust  free,  with  the  resultant 
continuous  problems.  Analysis  of  the  dust  showed  it  to  consist  essentially 
of  Calcium  Carbonate  with  very  small  amounts  of  soluble  toxic  substances, 
and  was  not  considered  to  constitute  a  health  hazard  in  the  long  term. 

Although  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  obtained  modifications  and  improvements  to 
the  plant  to  produce  a  satisfactory  emission  from  it,  difficulties  were  always 
encountered  to  maintain  the  emission  within  the  permitted  limits.  It  was, 
therefore,  with  relief  especially  to  the  inhabitants  of  North  Weston  when  the 
temporary  planning  permission  expired  on  the  31st  December,  1972  and  the  plant 
was  dismantled  and  moved  early  in  1973.  Following  the  experience  of  having 
this  plant  in  the  District,  the  Council  passed  a  resolution  to  the  Department 
of  the  Environment  that  they  recommended  that  temporary  asphalt  plant  should 
be  subject  to  the  same  regulations  as  permanent  plant  in  order  to  prevent 
nuisance  from  grit  and  dust  emissions. 

Fbll owing  complaints  of  excessive  dust  emissions  from  Longwood  Quarry  Failand 
the  Management  were  required  by  the  Alkali  Inspectorate  to  instal  an  effective 
dust  control  plant.  This  action  together  with  the  water  spraying  of  stone 
conveyors  and  the  concreting  of  the  forecourt  and  improved  management  control 
has  produced  good  results  with  a  sharp  decline  in  complaints  towards  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Many  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  were  received  during  the  Year,  concerning 
emissions  from  chimneys  and  from  the  indiscriminate  burning  of  garden  refuse 
and  trade  refuse.  All  the  incidents  were  dealt  with  informally. 


NOISE 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 


Public  awareness  and  intolerance  of  excessive  noise  from  all  sources  are 
growing  fast.  Evidence  of  this  even  in  a  rural  district  such  as  this  is 
evident  in  that  7 6  complaints  were  received  during  the  Year  against  20 
complaints  in  the  previous  year.  72  of  these  complaints  concerned  5  industrial 
premises  and  4  domestic  premises. 

Of  the  72  complaints  concerning  industrial  premises  65  were  in  respect  of 
noise  and  vibration  allegedly  caused  by  blasting  operations  at  three  quarries 
in  the  district,  with  62  related  to  one  particular  quarry  and  3  to  two  others. 
Following  the  favourable  opinion  of  Counsel  obtained  last  year  regarding  proceedings 
in  respect  of  public  nuisance  at  common  law  against  the  quarry  producing  the  large 
majority  of  complaints,  the  Attorney-General  consented  to  join  the  Council 
in  action  against  the  owners.  This  matter  was  still  being  pursued  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  The  nuisances  complained  of  at  the  other  two  quarries  were 
confirmed  on  investigation,  and  following  informal  action  were  remedied. 
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The  remaining  two  industrial  premises  which  were  the  subject  of  complaints 
were  both  concerned  with  woodworking  processes.  Tiae  nuisance  was  confirmed 
on  investigation  in  respect  of  one  of  them  and  negotiations  were  continuing 
at  the  end  of  the  Year  with  the  firm  concerned  and  the  specialist  firm  of 
acoustic  engineers  consulted  by  them  to  find  a  satisfactory  solution  to  the 
problem. 

The  four  complaints  concerning  domestic  premises  were  all  in  respect  of 
barking  dogs.  Although  this  is  not  a  statutory  nuisance  informal  action 
was  taken  and  the  nuisances  abated. 


CARA  VANS  AMD  CAMPING. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  I960. 


The  caravan  sites  in  the  district  were  as  follows:-* 


Residential  Sites.  Holiday  Sites. 


(a) 

Number  of  single  caravans  licenced  - 

5 

— 

(b) 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  in 
respect  of  more  than  one  caravan 

9 

9 

(o) 

Total  number  of  caravans 

'183 

572 

(a) 

Estimated  number  of  occupants 
resident  during  year 

500 

2000 

(e) 

Number  of  sites  closed 

1 

Routine  inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year  showed  conditions  generally 
to  be  satisfactory  with  no  contraventions  of  site  licensing  conditions. 

Luring  the  Year  seven  caravans  were  found  in  unauthorised  sites  in  various 
parts  of  the  district.  In  four  of  these  cases  proceedings  were  taken  which 
resulted  in  2  convictions  with  fines  of  £10  and  £15  respectively,  1  dismissal 
and  1  case  adjourned.  Action  concerning  the  remaining  three  caravans  was 
pending  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

Public  Health  Act,  1956  -  Section  269. 

Only  one  camping  site  was  licenced  during  the  Y'ear  at  Goblin  Combe,  Cleeve. 

This  site  is  administered  and  supervised  by  the  Bristol  Youth  Committee  for 
parties  from  schools  or  approved  Youth  organisations  up  to  a  maximum  of  75 

persons . 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  concerning  damage  on  adjacent  farmland,  which  was 
supported  by  the  Cleeve  Parish  Council,  otherwise  the  site  was  well  administered. 
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WORKING  CONDITIONS  IN  OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 


Offices.  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 

The  following  tables  shows  the  premises  registered  and  the  general 
inspections  carried  out  during  the  Year:- 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of  premises 
registered  during  the 
year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year. 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year. 

Offices 

8 

47 

10 

Retail  Shops 

19 

135 

122 

Wholesale  shops,  Ware¬ 
houses 

NIL 

3 

3 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

NIL 

13 

13  . 

Fuel  storage  depots 

NIL 

1 

TOTALS 

27 

199 

148 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  inspectors  to  registered  premises  under 
this  Act  -  230.  As  a  result  of  these  inspections  the  following  contraventions 
were  found: - 


SECTION  CONTRAVENTION  NUMBER 


4 

8 

9 

10 

12 

16 

24 


Cleanliness  6 
Lighting  2 
Sanitary  Conveniences  4 
Washing  facilities  3 
Clothing  accommodation  2 
Floors,  passage  &  stairs  1 
First  Aid  4 


TOTAL  22 
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Informal  action  was  taken  on  all  contraventions  and  compliance  with  the 
Act  obtained. 

No  accidents  were  reported  during  the  Year. 


Factories  Act  1961 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961. 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1 .  Inspections 


Number  on  _ Number  of _ Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Written  Prosecuted 

Notices 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  &  6  are  to  be 
enfoz*ced  by  L.A.  's 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sec.  7  is 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises) 


1  1 


72  22 


15 


3 


Total :  88  23  3 


2.  Defects 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Found  Remedied  Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (Section  7) 


Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted. 


(a)  Insufficient  -  - 

(b)  Unsuitable v or 

defective  2  2 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  -  - 


Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including) 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork 

Total : 


7  - 


2 


1 


No  defects  of  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  unreasonable  temperatures, 
inadequate  ventilation  or  ineffective  drainage  of  floors,  were  found. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


Outwork  Sections  133  and  134 

Number  of  Outworkers  in  August  list  -  8 

Nature  of  work  -  wearing  apparel  (making  etc.) 


RODENT/PEST  CONTROL. 

During  the  Year  366  complaints  were  received  of  rat  and  mice  infestation 
in  dwellinghouses,  an  increase  of  154  over  the  previous  year.  All  were 
investigated  by  Rentokil  Laboratories  Limited,  working  under  Contract  with 
the  Council  and  the  necessary  treatments  carried  out.  In  addition  the 
Council's  own  properties  including  offices,  depots,  refuse  tip  and  sewage 
works  were  surveyed  at  six  -  eight  weeks  intervals  and  baiting  carried  out 
as  necessary.  The  annual  test  baiting  of  sewers  were  carried  out  as 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  with  follow-up 
baiting  action  taken  on  the  results. 

Complaints  were  also  received  during  the  year  of  rodent  infestation  in 
industrial,  agricultural  and  other  commercial  premises.  Surveys  were 
carried  out  and  advice  given. 

Only  31  complaints  were  received  concerning  wasps  nests,  a  significant 
reduction  from  the  113  complaints  the  previous  year  which  was  a  record  year 
both  locally  and  nationally  explained  as  probably  due  to  the  mild  conditions 
during  the  previous  winter  season.  All  complaints  were  investigated  and 
where  considered  necessary  the  nests  were  destroyed  by  the  Council's 
contractors  at  a  unit  cost  of  £2  per  nest  under  the  contract. 

Several  complaints  were  also  received  of  infestation  of  dwellinghouses  by 
Cluster  Flies  and  fleas  which  were  treated  by  the  staff  of  the  Department. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT.  1928  &  1936 


Number  of  installations  licensed  at  31st  December,  1972 
Total  storage  capacity  at  31st  December,  1972 
Number  of  underground  storage  tanks  disposed  of 
Number  of  new  underground  storage  tanks  installed 
Capacity  of  new  underground  storage  tanks  installed 
Number  of  Can  Stores  licensed 
Storage  capacity  of  Can  Stores 
Number  of  visits  made 


65 

264,260  galls. 
6 

15 

57,000  galls 
4 

2,110  gall s 
108 


At  the  end  of  the  year  a  complete  survey  of  all  petroleum  installations  was 
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started  to  check  the  records,  to  require  the  pressure  testing  of  all 
tanks  due  for  testing  and  to  obtain  the  proper  disposal  of  all  tanks 
failing  the  pressure  test  and  any  found  disused.  Additionally  site 
plans  were  being  produced  or  obtained  of  all  installations  for  use 
as  an  addendum  for  all  licences  for  which  renewal  applications  had  been 
made. 

ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 
There  are  six  licenced  premises  in  the  district  as  follows 


Parish 

Logs 

Cat i 

Abbots  Leigh 

20 

20 

Barrow  Gurney 

60 

14 

Cleeve 

12 

— 

Easton-in-Gordano 

100 

40 

Easton-in-Gordano 

6 

- 

North  Nest on 

mm 

8 

All  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  contravention  of 
licence  conditions  were  found  as  follows 

Inadequate  heating  facilities  2 

Inadequate  bedding-  material  1 

Informal  notices  were  served  and  all  defects  rectified. 
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